TOM KELSEY
fetch it yourself, for I cannot leave the shop.'* This was
just what Tom wanted; he went up and took his hat, and
with it a dozen of silver spoons that lay in his way, coming
down in a minute, and making a very submissive bow to
Mr Norton for his civility, who let him go without suspicion.
This prize was divided between him and his two associates,
as is common in such-like cases.
Tom was not, however, so successful in his villainies
but that he was condemned to be hanged before he was
sixteen years of age. The fact was breaking open the house
of one Mr Johnson, a grocer in the Strand, and stealing from
thence two silver tankards, a silver cup, six silver spoons, a
silver porringer, and forty pounds in money. But he got off
this time on account of his youth, and the interest his father
made at court; for, hearing of his son's condemnation, the
old gentleman came directly up to town, and arrived before
the day appointed for his execution, procuring a full pardon
by the mediation of some powerful friends.
To prevent his following the same courses again, and
exposing himself afresh to the sentence of the law, the old
gentleman put his son apprentice to a weaver, but before
he had served half-a-year of his time he ran away from his
master, and took to his old courses again. It was his pride
to make all whom he conversed with as bad as himself, an
instance of which appeared in what he did by one David
Hughes, a cousin of his by the mother's side. This youth,
going to Kingston Assizes along with Tom a few days
after he came to town, was prevailed upon by him to pick
a pocket in the court; in which action being apprehended,
he was immediately tried, and condemned to be hanged upon
a gibbet within sight of the Bench, as a terror to others.
This week was fatal enough to young Hughes ; for he came
to London on the Monday, on Tuesday and Wednesday
spent and lost ten pounds, which was all the money he had,
along with whores and sharpers, on Thursday in the evening
picked a pocket, was condemned on Friday morning, and
hanged on Saturday. This was the end of one of Kelsey's
hopeful pupils, who had the impudence to boast of it.
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